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PHI1: Mandatory notification of plant diseases and harmful organisms 
Description: The number of notifications received by the FASFC each year with regards to the 
detection of plant diseases and harmful organisms (excluding control plan). 
Results: 

Year Number of notifications % conformity Limit 
2010 25 Not applicable Not applicable 
2009 23 Not applicable Not applicable 
2008 43 Not applicable Not applicable 
2007 12 Not applicable Not applicable 

Calculation of the indicator: Compared to 2009, there was an increase of 8.70 % in 2010. 
Compared to 2008, there was a reduction of 46.51% in 2009. Compared to 2007, there was an 
increase of 258.33 % in 2008.  
Interpretation: This indicator demonstrates that operators in the plant production chain, including 
other individuals (professionals), are alert and that they comply with the legal requirements by 
notifying the FASFC when they identify a plant or plant product that shows a phytosanitary risk. An 
increase of the indicator thus implies that vigilance with respect to the phytosanitary situation in 
Belgium has improved. 
Part of the chain to which the indicator applies: Primary plant production, plant and plant product 
trading (including imports/exports), plant propagation. 
Type of plant or plant product: Plants and plant products. 
Category: Crisis prevention and management 
Justification for the selection of this indicator: The presence on the Belgian territory of harmful 
quarantine organisms can be extremely detrimental, economically speaking, to plant and plant 
product production. Crisis prevention and management via mandatory notification is essential for 
maintaining or improving the phytosanitary situation. 
Additional information: Each and every operator carrying out activities that fall under the 
competence of the FASFC is required to inform the FASFC of any suspicion or reason to assume that 
a product that was imported, produced, grown, processed, manufactured or distributed by it 
constitutes a potential health hazard for plants. Each and every laboratory or inspection or 
certification body must immediately inform the FASFC in the event of the slightest suspicion that a 
product that was put on the market does not meet the phytosanitary safety recommendations. 
Legal framework:  

1. Council Directive 2000/29/EC of 8/05/2000 on protective measures against the introduction 
into the Community of organisms harmful to plants or plant products and against their spread 
within the Community. 

2. Regulation (EC) N° 690/2008 recognising protected zones exposed to particular plant health 
risks in the Community. 

3. Royal decree of 19/11/1987 on the control of organisms harmful to plants and plant products. 
4. Royal decree of 10/08/2005 on the control of organisms harmful to plants and plant products. 
5.  Ministerial decree of 4/07/1996 establishing the conditions under which certain harmful 

organisms, plants, plant products or other objects listed in appendices I to V of the Royal 
Decree of 3/05/1994 on the control of organisms harmful to plants and plant products, may 
be introduced or moved within the Community or certain protected zones thereof for trial or 
scientific purposes or for work on varietal selection. 

6. Royal Decree of 14/11/2003 concerning self-checking, compulsory notification and 
traceability in the food chain. 

7. Ministerial decree of 22/01/2004 on the modalities regarding the mandatory notification within 
the food chain. 

Does the indicator meet the set criteria?: 
    Measureable (availability of quantitative data) 
    Independent (no overlap between respective indicators) 
    Reliable (bias sensitivity) 
    Availability of information contained in existing reports or documents  
    Relevancy with respect to the health situation of plant production  
    Clear interpretation 
    Sustainable 
    The body of indicators must be representative of the plant and plant product production chain 
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Comments: This indicator concerns notifications relating to non-official samples, i.e. samples that 
were not taken by the FASFC and thus not within the framework of the FASFC control plan. 
Should the number of notifications drop, this does not necessarily mean that the situation has 
improved. In fact, this could relate to a situation in which a harmful organism has managed to 
establish itself on the territory has started to spread (endemic) despite control measures and the 
eradication of which is no longer possible. Notifications in such cases would have less (or little) 
consequence. 
Explanatory notes to the results: The increase in the number of notifications in 2008 is in response 
to a higher number of outbreaks of fireblight resulting from weather conditions that favour the 
development of fireblight and, due to an intensive awareness campaign that was conducted on the 
subject of fireblight in the province of West Flanders. However, since 2010, the operators registered 
with the Agency who are taking adequate control measures (pruning up to 50 cm below the lowest 
infection site, cutting at ground level or removing any host plant infected by the organism and 
neighbouring plants) and who refer to the presence of harmful organisms in their register, no longer 
need to notify the presence of fireblight to the provincial control unit (PCU) of the FASFC. 


