
 

FSI8: Inspections regarding the traceability within the food chain 
Description: The percentage of inspections regarding traceability that turned out to be ‘OK’ or ‘OK, 
subject to remarks’. These inspections are conducted at the level of the suppliers to primary 
production (fertilizers, soil conditioners, growing substrates, purification sludge and animal fodders), 
as well as at the level of primary vegetable production intended for human consumption and animal 
primary production (cattle farms, pig farms, farms having sheep, goat and deer-like animals, layer hen 
farms, poultry farms, hatcheries),  slaughterhouses, traders and collecting centers (for the 
identification and registration of animals), transport (identification and registration of animals), 
processing, and, finally, wholesale and retail. 
Results: 
Year Number of inspections 

in traceability 
% of ‘OK’ or ‘OK, 
subject to remarks’ 

Limit 

2008 13713 94,70% Not applicable 
2007 11856 93,87% Not applicable 
Calculation of the indicator: Compared to 2007, there was increase of 0,88% in 2008. 
Interpretation: This indicator indicates if operators meet  the legal requirements with regard to 
traceability. An increase of this indicator indicates a better control of food safety. 
Part of the chain to which the indicator applies: Suppliers of primary production (fertilizers, soil 
amendments, growth substrates, sludge and feed), primary vegetal production intended for human 
consumption, primary animal production (cattle, swine, sheep, goat and cervid farms, poultry, 
hatcheries), slaughterhouses, traders and assembly centers (identification and registration of 
animals), transport (identification and registration of animals), transformation, wholesale and retail 
businesses.  
Matrix: Not applicable 
Category:  Control 
Justification for the selection of this indicator: Traceability is an important aspect of safeguarding 
food safety and is crucial for an efficient crisis management. Inspections with regard to traceability are 
an important to evaluate if operators have an efficient traceability system in place. 
Additional information:  
Traceability means the possibility to trace and follow any product throughout all phases of the 
production, processing and distribution processes.   
Legal framework: 

1. Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European parliament and of the Council of 28 January 
2002 laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the 
European Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety 

2. Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 of the European parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 
on hygiene of foodstuffs. 

3. Royal Decree of 14 November 2003 on self-checking, mandatory notification, and traceability 
in the food chain. 

4. Ministerial decree 24 October 2005 on the alleviation of  application modalities for self-
checking and traceability for particular enterprises in the food sector.  

5. Royal decree  of 27 April  2007 on the amendment of the Royal decree of 14 November 2003 
on self-checking, mandatory notification and traceability within the food chain. 

Does the indicator meet the set criteria?: 
      Measurable (availability of quantitative data) 
      Independent (no overlap between the respective indicators) 
      Reliable (bias sensitivity) 
      Availability of information contained in existing reports or documents 
      Relevancy with respect to food safety 
      Crisp and clear interpretation 
      Durable 
      Must clearly reflect the chain approach 
      The body of indicators must be representative of the entire food chain 
Notes: The result of an inspection is determined on basis of a checklist, whereby a fixed appraisal is 
given, under the form of a points score, for each item to be controlled, and in function of the relative 
importance thereof. As for the results of an inspection, there are 3 possibilities: either favorable, 
favorable with remarks, or unfavorable. The latter will result in taking further measures or in the 
drawing up of an official report. 



Explanatory notes to the results: It is difficult to compare the results of 2008 with those of 2007, as 
the FASFC has been implementing a new evaluation system since September 2007. This system is  
based on the use of a checklist, by which a fixed appraisal is made, under the form of a points score, 
for each item to be controlled, and in function of its relative importance. This new evaluation method 
is more stringent. Moreover control are aimed at establishments where non-conformities had already 
been reported (systematic re-inspection). 
 


