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AHI 4: Traceability inspections  

Description: The percentage of inspections regarding traceability that received a favourable 
evaluation or favourable with remarks. These inspections are conducted at primary production level 
(cattle farms, pig farms, sheep, goat and deer farms, layer hen farms, poultry farms, hatcheries), at 
traders and assembly centres, during transport (identification and registration of animals), at the 
semen collection and storage centres and at the embryo collection and production teams. 

Results: 

Year Number of inspections 
regarding traceability 

% OK and OK with 
remarks 

Limit 

2010 6.968 94,90% Not applicable 

2009 6.763 95,39% Not applicable 

2008 6.066 94,85% Not applicable 

2007 6.720 
2
 94,36% Not applicable 

Calculation of the indicator: Compared to 2007, there was an increase of 0,52% in 2008.  
Compared to 2008, there was an increase of 0,57% in 2009.  Compared to 2009, there was a 
reduction of 0,51% in 2010. 

Interpretation:  This indicator measures the extent to which the operators have met the legal 
requirements concerning traceability. An increase of this indicator indicates the improved monitoring 
of animal health. 

Part of the chain to which the indicator applies: Primary animal production, traders, assembly 
centres, transport, semen collection and storage centres and embryo collection and production 
teams. 

Animal species: Bovines, sheep, goats, pigs, poultry, horses, deer. 

Category: Control 

Justification for the selection of this indicator: Traceability is an important aspect of safeguarding 
animal health and is crucial for ensuring efficient crisis management. Inspections with regard to 
traceability are important means of evaluating whether operators have an efficient traceability system 
in place. 

Additional information: Traceability means the ability to trace and monitor products through the 
various production, processing and distribution phases. 

Legal framework: 
1. Regulation (EC) n° 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 

2002 laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the 
European Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety. 

2. Royal Decree of 14/11/2003 concerning self-checking, mandatory notification and traceability 
in the food chain. 

3. Royal Decree of 27 April 2007 on the amendment of the Royal Decree of 14 November, 2003 
concerning self-checking, mandatory notification and traceability in the food chain. 

Does the indicator meet the set criteria? : 
      Measureable (availability of quantitative data) 
      Independent (no overlap between respective indicators) 
      Reliable (bias sensitivity) 
      Availability of information contained in existing reports or documents 
      Representative for animal health 
      Representative of the food chain   
      Clear wording 
      Sustainable 

Notes: The result of an inspection is determined on the basis of a checklist, whereby a fixed appraisal 
is given, in the form of a points score, for each item to be controlled and in accordance with its 
importance. As for the results of an inspection, there are 3 possibilities: either favourable, favourable 
with remarks or unfavourable. The latter will result in taking further measures or in the drawing up of a 
report. 

Explanatory notes to the results: It is difficult to compare the results of 2008 with those of 2007, as 
the FASFC has been implementing a new evaluation system since September 2007. This system is 

                                                      
  

 



8 

 

based on the use of a checklist, by which a fixed appraisal is made, in the form of a points score, for 
each item to be controlled and in accordance with its importance. This new evaluation method is 
more stringent. Moreover, these controls are focused on establishments for which non-conformities 
had already been reported (systematic re-inspection). 
2
  For 2007, the results for the semen collection and storage centres and teams and the embryo 

collection and production teams are not available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


