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AHI 2: Self-checking for the primary animal production sector 

Description: The percentage of performed key activities (see appendix 3) using a validated/certified self-
checking system in the primary animal production sector, on an annual basis. 

Results: 

Year Number of key 
activities performed 

% of key activities 
performed with a 

validated/certified self-
checking system 

Limit 

2010 88.419 15,09% Not applicable 

2009 72.934 6,46% Not applicable 

2008 71.137 0,95% Not applicable 

2007 63.689 0,17% Not applicable 

Calculation of the indicator: Compared to 2007, there was an increase of 394,12% in 2008. In 2009, 
there was an increase of 636,9% in comparison with 2008. Given that in 2007 and in 2008, the 
percentage of performed key activities performed with a validated/certified self-checking system was 
lower than 1%, and has as a consequence a minor impact on animal health, this indicator is neutralised 
in the barometer. Compared to 2009, there was an increase of 143,78% in 2010. 

Interpretation: This indicator serves as a criterion for the percentage of key activities for which a 
validated/certified SCS (self-checking system) is available. A validated/certified SCS is an SCS that has 
been declared to be in conformity with the set requirements after investigation by a third party. The fact 
that a SCS is validated/certified has an added value and makes it more trustworthy with regard to its  
functioning. An increase of the percentage of key activities covered by a validated/certified self-checking 
system thus indirectly leads to a higher confidence level with regard to adequate preventive actions taken 
in order to ensure food safety. 

Part of the chain to which the indicator applies: Primary animal production (excl. slaughterhouses 
and incl. fish markets) 

Animal species: Calves, bovines, pigs, poultry, sheep and goats, bees, lagomorphs, solidungulates, 
fish, crustaceans and molluscs. 

Category: Development of self-checking 

Justification for the selection of this indicator: Self-checking is an important management tool in 
efforts towards achieving/maintaining a high level of preventive action to ensure animal health. During 
the validation/certification process, the SCS is put to the test in order to see whether or not it is in 
conformity with the set requirements. The level of key activities covered by a validated/certified SCS 
serves as an indication as to the presence of a properly functioning self-checking system.  

Additional information: Self-checking stands for the entire set of measures that are taken by the 
operators in order to ensure that all products falling under their responsibility, and for all production, 
processing and distribution phases, are capable of: 

 meeting the legal requirements regarding food safety  

 meeting the legal requirements regarding product quality that falls under the competence of the 
FASFC;  

 meeting the requirements regarding traceability and surveillance of the effective compliance of 
these requirements. 

There is a sector guide that has been approved by the FASFC for self-checking in the primary animal 
production sector (G-037). On the basis of this sector guide, companies can have their SCS certified by a 
certification or inspection body (OCI) that has been recognised as such by the FASFC or they may 
request the FASFC to conduct this validation. 

Legal framework: The validation/certification of the SCS does not represent a legal requirement. The 
legal framework regarding self-checking and the use of sector guides can be found in the statutory texts 
as listed below:  

1. Regulation (EC) n° 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 2002 
laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European Food 
Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety. 

2. Regulation (EC) n° 852/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 on 
the hygiene of foodstuffs. 

3. Royal Decree of 14 November, 2003 concerning self-checking, mandatory notification and 
traceability in the food chain. 

4. Ministerial decree of 24 October 2005 on the alleviation of the application modalities for self-
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checking and traceability for particular enterprises in the food sector.  
5. Royal Decree of 27 April 2007 on the amendment of the Royal Decree of 14 November, 2003 

concerning self-checking, mandatory notification and traceability in the food chain. 

Does the indicator meet the set criteria? : 
      Measureable (availability of quantitative data) 
      Independent (no overlap between respective indicators) 
      Reliable (bias sensitivity) 
      Availability of information contained in existing reports or documents 
      Representative for animal health 
      Representative of the food chain   
      Clear wording 
      Sustainable 

Comments: Operators may freely decide whether or not to have their self-checking system 
validated/certified. A key activity for which no validated/certified self-checking system is available, does 
not mean that the self-checking system is absent or that it does not function properly. However 
validation/certification by a third party creates added value and is more credible as it is done 
independently. 

Explanatory notes to the results: / 

Key Activities: In appendix 3 the activities are listed that have been selected as key activities of the 
activity tree structure. The number of key activities performed means the total number of key activities 
performed (see appendix 3) by all operators in the animal production sector in Belgium. In the activity 
tree, 35% of the activities in the primary animal production sector were selected as a key activity, which 
represents approximately 85% of effectively performed activities in the primary animal production sector. 

 


