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AHI1: The duty to report mandatory notifiable animal diseases 

Description: This indicator records the percentage of mandatory notifiable animal disease 
notifications in comparison with the total number of mandatory notifiable animal diseases (currently 
73).   

Results: 

Year 
Number of mandatory notifiable 

animal diseases reported 
Percentage of mandatory notifiable 

animal diseases reported 
Limit 

2010 7 9,59% Not applicable 

2009 10 13,7% Not applicable 

2008 8 10,96% Not applicable 

2007 12 16,44% Not applicable 

Calculation of the indicator:  
The list of all mandatory  notifiable animal diseases is covered by Article 1 of the Royal Decree of 25 
April 1998, which lists the animal diseases that fall under the application of chapter III of the Animal 
Health Law of 24 March 1987, with the exclusion of the list in article 1a (zoonoses). It covers a total of 
73 diseases (including clinical IBR disease). The presence or absence of a disease for the year in 
question is recorded but not the number of outbreaks of each disease. 
 
Compared to 2007, there was a reduction of 33,33% in 2008. Compared to 2008, there was an 
increase of 25% in 2009. Compared to 2009, there was a reduction of 30% in 2010. 

Interpretation: This indicator reflects the percentage of the various mandatory notifiable animal 
diseases that occur in Belgium annually in comparison with the total number of mandatory notifiable 
animal diseases. The reporting of a mandatory notifiable disease may possibly be due to the 
introduction of infectious diseases or may be the result of a higher degree of alertness (whether or not 
stimulated by media campaigns), leading to greater degree of vigilance with regard to the hazards and 
risks. Given that mandatory notification is an inherent part of the preventative approach, and is also 
essential for preventing the spread of animal diseases, an increase of the number of reported cases 
should therefore be considered as an indication of an improved vigilance with regard to the 
safeguarding of animal health. 

Part of the chain to which the indicator applies: Primary animal production 

Animal species: Bovines, pigs, poultry, sheep and goats (small ruminants), bees, solidungulates, 
rabbits, deer, fish, molluscs and crustaceans. 

Category: crisis prevention and management (reporting) 

Justification for the selection of this indicator: Mandatory notifiable disease are infectious 
diseases that cause socio-economic damage or that have a significant impact on public health, and 
which are of significance to the international trade of animals and animal products. The percentage of 
mandatory notifiable animal diseases reported each year is therefore an important indicator for animal 
health. 

Additional information: “Mandatory notifiable” means that suspected contamination must be reported 
immediately by the livestock holder or the veterinarian at the Provincial Control Unit of the FASFC. 
Once contamination has been confirmed through laboratory examinations, the outbreak must be 
reported by the authorities within 24 hours to the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and to 
the European Union (EU). The OIE and the EU then disseminate information to other countries. The 
measures implemented to combat these diseases are aimed at eradicating or controlling a given 
disease. 
Legal framework:  

1. Animal Health Law of 24 March 1987. 
2. Royal Decree of 25 April 1988 listing the animal diseases that fall under the application of 

chapter III of the law of 24 March 1987 on animal health. 
3. Royal Decree of 20 September 1883 containing the general administration regulation for the 

supervision of animal health policy.   
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Does the indicator meet the set criteria?: 
      Measureable (availability of quantitative data) 
      Independent (no overlap between respective indicators) 
      Reliable (bias sensitivity) 
      Availability of information contained in existing reports or documents 
      Representative for animal health 
      Representative of the food chain   
      Clear wording 
      Sustainable 

Comments: A number of the diseases included in the list of mandatory notifiable animal diseases are 
endemic in Belgium. The reporting of these diseases is infrequent. For example: foot rot, PRRSV etc. 

Explanatory notes to the results:  
In 2007, 12 diseases were reported: rabies, trichinellosis, bluetongue, tuberculosis, scrapie, 
myxomatosis, infectious laryngotracheitis, Marek’s disease, Newcastle disease, American foulbrood, 
VHS and clinical IBR. 
In 2008, 8 diseases were reported: bluetongue, CEM, tuberculosis, avian influenza, pseudo-avian flu, 
American foulbrood, VHS, clinical IBR. 
In 2009, 10 diseases were reported: CEM, tuberculosis, RHD, avian influenza, pseudo-avian flu, 
American foulbrood, European foulbrood, VHS, Koi carp herpes virus, clinical IBR. 
In 2010, 7 diseases were reported: Brucellosis, CEM, infectious anaemia, Newcastle disease, VHS, 
Koi carp herpes virus, clinical IBR. 

 


