
No need to worry about food originating from Japan on our territory 
 
 

On 15 March 2011, DG SANCO (the EU Health & Consumers Directorate-general) recommended 
Member States to analyse food originating from Japan for radioactivity. 

The Belgian Food Agency (AFSCA) conducted a risk assessment and checked the imports of food 
from Japan as soon as the news of the nuclear accident was spread.  

This assessment takes into account  :  

- the volumes and the nature of the products imported, 

- the time at which the products were shipped (before or after the problems started, bearing 
in mind that a transport per ship from Japan takes about one month), 

- the risk of irradiation of these products, 

- the information coming from Japan, if any : it is possible that Japan finds itself in such a 
situation that it can no longer meet the requirements of the European Union.  
                                                                                                              

In 2010, less than one ton of fish and crustaceans were imported directly from Japan for the Belgian 
market.  Contrary to common belief, most of the fish used in Japanese restaurants in Belgium 
originate from European fish farming or fisheries. 

Plant products, such as products derived from cereals, soybean, spices, seaweed, alcoholic drinks, 
etc. are also imported in low volumes. 

By way of precaution, the AFSCA will take samples of any product that will arrive from Japan in the 
coming weeks. 

The analysis results will also be reported immediately to the European Commission. 

Imports from third countries are regulated on the European level and the mandatory health controls of 
products are conducted in the first point of entry within the European Union, at the approved border 
inspection posts (BIP). Since there are no direct flights between Japan and Belgium, the BIPs located 
in seaports are of particular importance. Products transported by plane or by ship from other Member 
States undergo the health controls in the BIP of the country of entry within the EU. Once a product has 
been checked in a border inspection post and declared fit for consumption, it is released for free 
circulation between the European Member States. 

Moreover, the operator who buys or uses these products is required to prove by means of his risk 
analysis that these products of Japanese origin do not involve any risk for public health. That is why 
the professional organisations involved are also informed of the need for their members to strengthen 
their alertness in this respect. 

Belgian imports of foodstuffs from Japan are very low and will be submitted to reinforced 
control. 

  


